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with the great consensus of evangelical opinion, and in all these respects the 
book may be recommended to all students of the Bible. 

To come to more specific points, the sermons, having so wide a range over 
Old Testament history and the life of Jesus Christ, show a variety of views on 
points of criticism and theology. The general attitude is conservative, as 
doubtless should be the case in a work designed for Sunday-schools. Amos is 
said to have "evidently been a careful student of the Pentateuch." As to 
Deuteronomy, it is stated that " the view has gained large currency that the 
scroll discovered by the men of Josiah was none other than the temple copy of 
the entire Pentateuch." The doubtful assertion is also added in the same con- 
nection that " long before the days of Jo.siah the liturgies of worship compiled 
from the Pentateuch had largely taken the place of the inspired books them- 
selves." We should be glad to have the proof of this fact. The book of Jonah 
is regarded by one writer as written by Jonah himself, as it would seem from 
the statement on page 196, and its lesson is for Israel. Another writer regards 
Jonah as the first foreign missionary, whose work had nothing to do with Israel, 
but was intended to make known to far-off Nineveh the mercy of God. As for 
his prediction it is regarded as conditional. Quite an indefinite and uncritical 
statement is that on page 65 concerning Elijah's relation to the " sons of the 
prophets " and the studies in the "schools of the prophets." 

Most readers will regard with reason President Andrews' rugged and terse 
sermon on the Prologue of John's Gospel as the gem of the collection. It is 
well worth the price of the book. Another comprehensive and thoroughly 
wide-awake discussion is that on the ' ' Captivity of Judah " by Professor 
Mathews. Many others might be named as full of excellent expository points. 
The book is to be heartily commended. Its external form is most attractive ; the 
t)rpe large and clear ; the margins broad. Most teachers in Sunday schools 
will be likely to regard the price as beyond them, but we understand that 
large reduction is made when a number of copies are taken. No clergyman 
could do a better service to the teachers of his school than to induce them all 
to buy and study this volume in preparation for their work. 

The Epistle to the Galatians. 

A Short Exposition of the Epistle to the Galatians. Designed as a text- 
book for class-room use and for private study. By George B. Stevens, 
Ph. D., D. D. Hartford : The Student Publishing Co. Pp.240. Price $1.25. 
This book is not fairly described by its modest title. It contains much more 
than a mere exposition in the strict sense of that term — more in quantity as 
well as quality. One cannot hope to write much that is new and original in 
exposition of this epistle, and the author of this work does not profess to do 
more in this respect than to present the various views of leading commentators, 
with an expression of his own preference among them. This part of his work 
has been done with equal fulness and brevity. No important point is neglected, 
and an opportunity for independent judgment among diverse interpretations is 
usually given. The amount of material in this way of notes and discussions 
which has been packed into these pages is remarkable. 

The peculiar features of the work, however, lie in other directions. The 
most important and valuable part of it is a series of analytical paraphrases 
which precede the successive sections of the notes. In them the thought of the 
apostle is restated and amplified in a way that brings out with clearness the 
course and contents of the argument. In general these paraphrases are made 



62 Book Notices. [Jan., 

with much skill, and show that great care been bestowed upon them. No one 
can fail to find them exceedingly helpful in studying Paiil's involved and 
impetuous thoughts. A second characteristic element of the book is the 
writer's method of dealing with the theological ideas of the epistle. He gives 
them a large share of his attention. But he holds himself rigidly to the 
exegetical aspect of them, and thus imparts a peculiarly fresh and vital quality 
to his discussions, and succeeds in arousing new interest in what would other- 
wise be threshed-out straw. The pages which consider ■ Paul's doctrine of 
justification (pp. 84-88) are a case in point, in which, while affirming the forensic 
element in it, the conclusion is reached that what is needed, in the considera- 
tion of this doctrine, " both for theology and exegesis, is a clearer perception of 
the Jewish formal element in Paul's modes of thought, and an equally clear 
discernment and recognition of his clear, strong grasp upon the facts of 
spiritual life which correspond to the judicial processes through which, in 
accord with his Jewish training, he conceives of the believer as passing." 

It is to be understood, also, that the book is intended for use as well by 
those who are not students of the original as by those who are familiar with it. 
At the close of the volume a few pages are given to a suggestive outline plan 
for the study of the epistle. The type and paper are excellent ; errors in the 
types are rare and comparatively unimportant — e. g., on page 47, line three 
from bottom, "verses 5 and 6" should be "verses 4 and 5." When a 
second edition is called for, the author would do well to add (i) an index of 
words and topics treated, and (2) a list of the authors and titles, etc., of the 
commentaries so frequently referred to throughout the exposition. In spite of 
abounding material upon this epistle, this work of Professor Stevens claims at- 
tention for its originality of method, together with its clearness and conciseness 
in presenting the thought of the best modem commentators. Preachers will 
find it useful as a basis for expository sermons, and private students could not 
obtain a better guide in so compact a compass and at so reasonable a price. 

Burton's St. Luke. 

The Gospel according to St. Luke. [The Expositor's Bible.] By Rev. Henry 
Burton. New York ; A. C. Armstrong and Son. Pp. 415. Price $1.50. 
This book does not equal the expectations which have been aroused by its 
subject and by its presence in the excellent series of the Expositor's Bible. 
The writer cannot be simple. He drowns his subject in a avalanche of flowers. 
He is not satisfied to bring out the meaning of a passage, but must dress it up 
in fine language, adorn it with allusions and poetic expressions, until one for- 
gets all about the thought. You cannot see the wood for the trees. In other 
respects the writer has dealt fairly enough with this Gospel, though he does 
not bring out clearly its distinctive features, nor does he profess to give a com-' 
plete exposition, but only discussions of selected portions. There are two good 
chapters on the Ethics of the Gospel and the Eschatology of the Gospel. 
Surely the writer has missed a great opportunity to interpret this fine Gospel 
of Luke, and re-read for this generation the message which it brings to 
mankind. 



